
 

CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the 2014-2015 Annual Meeting of Members 

held in the Larkin Building, St. George Campus, Room 200 

15 Devonshire Place, Toronto ON 

Wednesday June 16 2016, 12:00PM ET 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

1.      Constitution of Meeting (Keith Martin)  

2.      Approval of the minutes of the 2013-2014 Annual General Meeting (Keith Martin)  

3.      Remarks from the AGM Chair and CIC Chair (Keith Martin & Bill Graham)  

4.      Report from the Treasurer (Keith Martin)  

a.       Approval of the financial statements for 2014-2015 

b.      Appointment of the CIC auditors 

 5.      Approval of changes to the National Board of Directors (Keith Martin) 

 6.      Other Business for the 2014-2015 year (Keith Martin) 

 7.      Termination of Meeting (Keith Martin) 

 

 

CHAIR AND SECRETARY 

 

Keith Martin (CIC Board of Directors) was chair of the meeting and Jennifer Chylinski (CIC 

National Office) acted as secretary of the meeting. The Hon. William C. Graham was present as 

Chair of the CIC.  

 

1. CONSTITUTION OF MEETING 

 

There being a quorum present the Chair, Mr. Martin, declared the meeting duly constituted.  

 

 

2. MINUTES 

 

Motion: That the minutes of the 2013-2014 Annual General Meeting, held Tuesday June 9th, 

2015 be approved.  

 

Moved:  Daniel Sutherland, CIC-Saskatoon Branch 

Seconded:  Gordon Longmuir, CIC-Vancouver Branch 

 

Carried. 

 

 

3. REMARKS FROM THE CHAIR 

 



Keith Martin welcomed the group and emphasized that the meeting covers the period from July 

1, 2014 to June 30, 2015. Mr.Martin pointed out that we are discussing the previous fiscal year, 

in which the organization had to make some difficult decisions. Staff was reduced and the 

financial model was revisited to avoid continuing deficits. The objective was to protect the 

funding for branches, protect the brand, continue programming, partner with other organizations 

to reduce costs and make sure the organization was financially viable so that we could rebuild in 

the future. The organization is financially stable now. Despite the difficult decisions that had to 

be made there was a lot of enthusiasm. The membership has remained healthy, the branches are 

very active and the CIC is well recognized as a brand. International Journal and OpenCanada.org 

are proving themselves to be very important assets of the organization and contribute to national 

debate.  

 

Mr. Graham echoed Mr. Martin’s comments. The previous year was one in which the 

organization had to retrench to survive. Now the organization has to move forward. This year in 

March there was a very successful strategic review session and the essence of that meeting was 

that the organization has to raise money. Mr. Graham completely agrees with Mr. Martin about 

the assets of the CIC (the brand, OpenCanada, International Journal, and the branches). Mr. 

Graham has been able to visit with many branches recently, including Ottawa, Vancouver and 

Victoria. The focus of the Board of Directors will be finding a consistent source of income. The 

branches are thriving. International Journal is rising in the rankings. What we need is more of a 

national presence.  

 

Mr. Graham thanked Keith Martin for his hard work. Mr. Graham thanked Jennifer Chylinski for 

her work. Mr. Graham also thanked the branches for their significant contribution to the 

organization. This organization is capable of much more activity and it is necessary in this 

present climate that we have an educated population. 

 

4. REMARKS FROM THE TREASURER  

 

Mr. Martin will be filing the Treasurer’s report on behalf of Scott Burk. There were two reasons 

for the deficit reported in the financial statement. There was no fundraising dinner held in the 

fiscal year being discussed and there were costs associated with staff reductions in the form of 

severance payments.  

 

Motion: That the 2014-2015 financial statements of the Canadian International Council as 

presented, be approved. 

 

Moved: Dan Sutherland, CIC-Saskatoon 

Seconded: Aarondeep Bains, CIC-Toronto 

 

Carried 

 

Motion: To re-appoint the auditing firm Collins-Barrow as the Canadian International Council 

auditors for 2016-2017 fiscal year and authorize the board to fix their remuneration. 

Moved: Craig Hunter, CIC- Toronto 

Seconded: Fraser Mann, CIC-Toronto 



 

Carried 

 

5. APPROVAL OF CHANGES TO THE NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Mr. Graham said that it is a great comfort to have John English re-join the organization. He has a 

depth of knowledge of the CIC, he is fully aware of the status of the international arena, and he 

has extensive contacts.  

 

To have Gerald Wright re-join us also brings us a wealth of experience.  

 

Motion: To approve the appointment of Mr. Gerald Wright and Dr. John English to the Board of 

Directors.  

 

Moved: Dan Sutherland, CIC-Saskatoon 

Seconded: Craig Hunter, CIC-Toronto 

 

Carried 

 

6. OTHER BUSINESS FOR THE 2014-2015 YEAR  

 

Mr. Martin opened the discussion to participants.  

 

David Dyment (CIC-Ottawa) thanked Mr. Graham for visiting Ottawa and guiding the 

organization through this difficult time. He thanked Jennifer Chylinski and Keith Martin for their 

work. Mr. Dyment proposed a donor stewardship in which we turn members into donors. Mr. 

Martin thinks this is a very valuable idea. One area where we are struggling with this is 

resources. We need to identify donors within our membership and then creating a strategy so we 

can move to the next step in fundraising.  

 

One of the things that came out of the strategic review was the need for a full time paid 

president. Unfortunately we don’t have the funds for this, but Global Affairs is interested in 

providing us with a secondment. Such an individual could pursue fundraising opportunities. 

Once the resources are in place and there is a substantial workload then we can also pursue 

securing interns. Ken Wyman from Humber College, a professor of fundraising, has offered to 

provide interns once we have the infrastructure in place. David Dyment said asked if there could 

be a secondment from Global Affairs. Mr. Martin said Jodi White has raised this idea with them. 

The Department is interested in this idea. Firstly the organization will fill the presidential role 

and then will pursue a second placement in a less senior role.  

 

Mr. Graham said this issue raises the problem we have of funding. At the moment we the CIC is 

operating out of a single office provided by the Bill Graham Centre for Contemporary 

International History. If a secondment is provided from Global Affairs there needs to be space 

for them. Space at the University of Toronto is in high demand.  

 



Margaret Huber (CIC-Ottawa) asked what kind of timeline they are looking at for the placement 

of a permanent president. Mr. Graham is still pursuing funds to secure a full time president. As 

for the timing, Mr. Graham would refer to Jodi White as she is coordinating this.  

 

Dan Sutherland (CIC-Saskatoon) thanked Keith Martin and Jennifer Chylinski for their work 

during the previous year in keeping the organization active. He proposed the following motion.  

 

Motion: That the minutes reflect recognition of and appreciation for the contributions of Keith 

Martin and Jennifer Chylinski. 

 

Moved: Dan Sutherland, CIC-Saskatoon 

Seconded: Margaret Huber, CIC-Ottawa 

 

Carried 

 

7. TERMINATION OF MEETING 

 

Motion: To terminate the 2014-2015 Annual General Meeting of the Canadian International 

Council. 

Moved: Anna Burwash, CIC-Toronto 

Seconded:  Gordon Longmuir, CIC-Vancouver 

 

Carried 

 

 


