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CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the 2007-2008 Annual Meeting of Members 
held at Munk Centre for International Studies, Room 208N 

1 Devonshire Place, Toronto ON 
Wednesday July 8, 2009, 1:00PM EST                                       

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
1. Constitution of Meeting (Chair) 
2. Approval of the minutes of 2006-2007 Annual General Meeting (Chair) 
3. Remarks from the Acting Chair (Chair)  
4. Remarks from the Acting President (Acting President) 
5. Report from the Treasurer (Treasurer) 
 - approval of the financial statements for 2007-2008             
 - appointment of the CIC auditors 
6. Approval of the By-laws (Chair) 
7. Approval of changes to the National Board (Chair) 
8. Other Business for 2007-2008 year (Chair) 
9. Termination of Meeting (Chair) 
 

CONSTITUTION OF MEETING 

There being a quorum present the Chairperson, BGen(Ret) Don Macnamara, declared the 
meeting duly constituted.  
 

MINUTES 

Motion: That the minutes of the 2006-07 Annual General Meeting, held on Friday, 20 June 2008 
be approved.   
  
Moved:  Joan Euler, CIC-Waterloo 
Seconded:  Tamara Zur, CIC-Toronto 
Carried. 
 
REMARKS FROM THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Chair welcomed the group and noted that the meeting will cover only events that occurred 
between July 1, 2007 and June 30, 2008. The Chair noted that Mr. Doug Goold resigned as 
President of the CIC in March 2009 and Senator Hugh Segal resigned as Executive Vice-Chair in 
May 2009 and thanked them for their work with the CIC. The Chair introduced Dr. Jennifer Jeffs 
as the Acting President of the CIC and noted that CIC is very fortunate to have her. 

REMARKS FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dr. Jeffs welcomed the group and thanked members and branch presidents for their participation. 
Dr. Jeffs noted that the AGM covers the time from July 2007 to June 2008 and that the 2008-9 
AGM will take place in January. 
 
2007-8 was an important year in the history of the CIIA, now the CIC. The transition was 
approved by a memorandum of understanding that was approved in November 2007 by 97% of 
the voting members of the CIIA. Dr. Jeffs noted that CIC is putting together some wording, for 
the website, for publications, and for a brochure, to articulate the value of the historical tradition 
of the CIIA and its enhancement in its incarnation as the CIC.  
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Dr. Jeffs thanked John MacNaughton, Larry Herman, John English, Daniel Schwanen and Gerry 
Wright for their work on the Agreement and thanked Jim Balsillie, whose vision, patriotism, and 
generosity made the CIC possible 
 
In October 2007, over 400 members of the business, academic, media, and policy communities 
gathered to celebrate the creation of the CIC at the first annual CIC Fundraising Dinner, raising 
$2.6 million to launch the CIC research program.  
 
In May 2008, the CIC integrated the Canadian Institute for Strategic Studies and its members 
into the CIC. The Strategic Studies Working Group of the CIC is very busy producing a strategic 
defence policy book, which will be described in greater detail at the next AGM. 
 
In the spring of 2008 CIC’s inaugural group of eight Research Fellows were named, and high-
level working groups were set up to explore CIC’s research themes for that year: Arctic 
Sovereignty and Security, Border Issues, China and Emerging Large Powers, Energy and 
Strategic Studies. In addition, three Research Associates were named in the course of the year. 
 
In the summer of 2008, CIC National Office held a conference in Toronto entitled “After the 
2008 US Presidential Election: Opportunities for Canada?” and moved from Richmond Street to 
Willcocks Street on the University of Toronto campus. Thanks to board member Janice Stein, 
Director of the Munk Centre for International Studies (one of CIC’s partners) for making this 
move possible. 
 
During the course of the year, CIC’s Branches held over 125 diverse and ambitious programs 
across the country: CIC-Thunder Bay held its first conference on globalization, CIC-National 
Capital Branch held a conference entitled “Resurgent Russia: Where is it Headed Now?,” CIC-
Victoria held a regional conference on Canada-US relations and CIC-Waterloo attracted more 
than 250 people to their roundtable entitled “Reporting the World to Canadians.” Event 
highlights from all CIC Branches are available in the Annual Report. 
 
Dr. Jeffs noted that CIC is a volunteer organization, and thanked all those who gave their time to 
make this new organization a success, particularly Branch Presidents and Executives, local 
volunteers, and outgoing and current Board members. 
 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

The Chair underlined that the financial statements are from 2007-2008 and that they are not 
audited statements. In 2004 CIIA determined that they would receive a financial review rather 
than an audit in order to save on costs. A full audit will be conducted for the 2008-2009 fiscal 
year. 
 
Mr. Mohammed, CIC’s Accountant, presented the first Financial Report of the CIC on behalf of 
the Treasurer, Mr. John MacNaughton. 
 
Mr. Mohammed noted that he was glad to report that total assets have grown almost 3 fold to 
$2.9 million as against to $1.1 million in the previous year. Combined external and internal 
liabilities represent only 34% of total assets leaving 66% in retained fund balances.  Looking at 
the liquidity position, total liquid cash represents 92% of total assets. 
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In the summary of Income and Expenses for the year arising from operating activities, total 
income was $3.4 million, some 3.5 times higher than the previous year’s, which was only $983 
(000). The most significant source of income was from the Fundraising Dinner which amounted 
to $ 2.7 million or 78% of total income. The other significant source was CIGI funding at 
$349(000) or 10% of total income. 
 
Total expenses for the year were $1.8 million compared to $1.1 Million in 2007. A new 
fellowship program was introduced as a new line item in expenses which was considered to be 
the core item of programming in future. Administration expenses were well controlled this year, 
resulting in a minimal increase (1.7%). 
 
Net income was $1.6 million as against a loss of $102(000) in the previous year. 
 
Mr. Mohammed concluded that overall, the year was a very successful one and the statement 
shows that the CIC is in a very healthy situation. 
 
There was discussion regarding the cash flows and the review letter from the auditor. It was 
recommended that the review letter be made available to CIC members. There was discussion 
regarding money allocated to the John Holmes Library and internally restricted funds as a 
minimum reserve requirement. There was discussion of the amount of financial support provided 
to Branches. Dr. Jeffs noted that the 2009-2010 financials will be easier to track as they will 
contain more detailed budget lines associated with areas of the strategic plan. Dr. Jeffs also noted 
that the Branch section of the strategic plan will be circulated to Branch Presidents for their 
comments. 

 
Motion: That the 2007-2008 financial statements of the Canadian International Council as 
presented, be approved. 
 

Moved:   Tayab Mohammed, CIC-Toronto  
Second:  Minhaj Qidwai, CIC-Toronto 
Carried. 
 
Mr. Mohammed noted that Smith Nixon LLP (now Collins Barrow) Chartered Accountants have 
been doing a very good job for the last 10 years. The Audit Committee as well as the Board 
recommended unanimously reappointing them as our auditors for a full audit for the 2008-2009 
year. Mr. Mohammed clarified that the appointment for the 2008-2009 year is for a full audit as 
opposed to a review engagement as done in prior years. 
 

Motion: To re-appoint the auditing firm Collins-Barrow (formerly Smith-Nixon), as the 
Canadian International Council auditors for 2008-2009 fiscal year. 
 

Moved:  Tayab Mohammed, CIC-Toronto 
Second:  Valerie Shapiro, CIC-Vancouver 
Carried. 
  
APPROVAL OF THE BY-LAWS (CIC BY-LAW NO. 1) 

The Chair reviewed changes to section 16.2 regarding personal liability insurance and 16.5 
regarding donations to Branches, based on feedback from the membership. Mr. Gilsig 
commented regarding the language of changes to section 16.2 (including the term “shall” instead 
of “may by resolution”) and section 16.5 regarding donations, gifts and bequests. Hr. Hunter 
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commented on the language of section 17.3 relating to purchasing insurance. Mr. Herman spoke 
to the changes, noting that the section “neither the Council nor the Board shall be liable for the 
actions of the branches or their executive officers” is important so that the National Board is not 
held responsible for contracts undertaken by the branch.  
 
Mr. Herman noted that the issue is that the current governing By-Law No. 11 is from the old 
CIIA. The draft in front of the AGM was prepared to update the old CIIA by-laws. Mr. Herman 
noted that it may be appropriate to approve the by-laws subject to an examination of the points 
raised by Mr. Gilsig and Mr. Hunter. 
 
Mr. Hunter noted that there are several sections in the by-laws that are unclear and problematic 
and suggested to the meeting that the members not approve the by-laws but instead hold a 
Special Meeting of the members in September. The Chair suggested that approving the by-laws 
subject to review would expedite the review process by putting the onus onto the Board of 
Directors and National Office. The Chair clarified that only National Office can issue official tax 
receipts. Mr. Gilsig noted that some issues in the by-laws are quite significant and urged 
members to reject the by-laws with the intention to review them at a meeting in September. Mr. 
Fraser noted that practically it will be very difficult to review the by-laws over the summer while 
members are away. 
 
Motion: It was moved by Lawrence Herman, as acting legal counsel to the CIC, that the By-Law 
as tabled be approved by the AGM and that comments and suggested changes forwarded by Mr. 
Hunter of the National Capital Branch and Mr. Gilsig of the Montreal Branch be reviewed by the 
Board and the Board then present, as appropriate, any proposed amendments following this 
review for approval at the next subsequent AGM. 
 
Moved:  Lawrence Herman, CIC-Toronto 
Second:  Jo-Ann Davis, CIC-Toronto 
 
After discussion on the motion, the Chair called a vote. By-Law No. 1 was then approved by no 
less than 2/3 of all the members voting at the meeting. 
 
Carried. 
 
The Chair thanked Lawrence Herman for his work as volunteer legal counsel. Mr. Herman 
assisted CIC with the legal transition from CIIA to CIC and drafted the revised by-laws. Mr. 
Gilsig seconded the thanks to Mr. Herman and noted that he looks forward to working together 
on the by-law amendments. 
 

APPROVAL OF CHANGES TO THE NATIONAL BOARD 

The Chair noted that Executive Vice Chair Hugh Segal resigned from the Board and will be 
missed. The Chair noted that Mr. Tom Jenkins, Executive Chairman and Chief Strategy Officer 
of Open Text, has been working to improve CIC’s technology platform. 
 
MOTION: To approve the addition of Tom Jenkins, Executive Chairman and Chief Strategy 
Officer of Open Text, to the Board of Directors for 2009-2011, with the option to continue for 2 
years. 
 

Moved:  Bob Johnstone, CIC-Toronto 
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Second:  Craig Hunter, CIC-National Capital 
Carried. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
No other business.      

TERMINATION OF MEETING 

 

MOTION: Motion to terminate the 2007-2008 Annual General Meeting of the Canadian 
International Council 
 

Moved:  Bob Johnstone, CIC-Toronto 
Second:  Jordan Dupuis, CIC-Toronto 
Carried. 

 
 


