
 
Annual General Meeting  

Wednesday, June 26, 2019, 4:30 pm 
Adams Room, St. Hilda’s College 

 
MINUTES of the Annual General Meeting held at 4:30pm on Wednesday, June 26, 2019 
 
Members Present: 
James Appleyard (Vice Chair) 
Nicholas Rouleau (Treasurer) 
 

Valerie Bachynsky (Halifax Branch - teleconference) 
Paul W Bennet (Halifax Branch - teleconference) 
Peter Day  (Halifax Branch - teleconference) 
 

Gerald Wright (Board of Directors & National Capital Branch - teleconference) 
Gerald Smitz (National Capital Branch - teleconference) 
 

Fraser Mann (Toronto Branch) 
Henry Lotin (Toronto Branch)  
Danielle Stodilka (Toronto Branch)  
Robert Lavgine (Toronto Branch)  
Françoise Morissette (Toronto Branch)  
Jennie Frow (Toronto Branch)  
Alidad Mafinezam (Toronto Branch)  
Craig Hunter (Toronto Branch)  
 

Dan Sutherland (Saskatoon Branch - teleconference) 
 

Charles Dumbrille (Vancouver Branch - teleconference)  
 

Chris Kilford (Board of Directors & Victoria Branch - teleconference)  
 

John Tennant (Waterloo Branch - teleconference)  
Viktorija Arsic (Waterloo Branch)  
Ksenija Arsic (Waterloo Branch) 
 

Zainab Mansaray (Winnipeg Branch - teleconference) 
 
Also Present:  
Ben Rowswell, President  
Nicolai Pogadl, Development Manager  
Daniel Lis, Communications & Outreach Officer 
Xin Ma, Junior Fellow 
 
 
 



1) Constitution of Meeting 
The Vice Chair James Appleyard called the meeting to order and welcomed all those members 
present. 
 
2) Presentation by the President and Research Director 
 
Ben Rowswell shared his observations on the CIC based on his first few months as President. 
Looking back over the past five years, he is impressed at how resilient the 15 branches have 
been during a period of financial crisis for the National Office. Turning to this year, he shared 
some of CIC’s successes in 2019 which included reviving the national speakers program, 
achieving significant media attention, filling numerous events, and introducing livestreaming to 
the CIC’s arsenal as it continues to expand online engagement. On the subject of fundraising 
CIC has developed a funnel through which to pass prospects for funding the organization.  
 
Ben Rowswell then presented the vision of the CIC of tomorrow, a vision which has started to 
gain traction both among CIC branches and with potential donors.  Starting from the asset of our 
1200 members, he proposed a new annual process by which members would be (a) surveyed 
for their current views on Canada’s international affairs; (b) exposed to speakers on various 
proposals for Canada’s role in the world; (c) offered access to research on these themes; (d) 
engaged in ongoing online discussions, and then (e) surveyed again to identify how much CIC 
programming managed to shift attitudes among these influencers.  This vision will be launched 
as part of a major conference involving all CIC branches to be held at the Toronto Islands this 
fall.  
 
3) Report from the Treasurer 
 a Presentation of the financial statements for 2017-2018  
 
Nicolas Rouleau, Treasurer, presented the 2017/2018 financial statements. These statements 
show a $50,000 excess over revenue but Rouleau explained that this is due to the new 
requirement the CRA has imposed to reflect the finances of all 15 branches. The National Office 
has, in fact, continued to operate at a deficit. He reassured that this does not place CIC in a dire 
situation but that it is important that the organization continue to increase revenue. Rouleau 
expects that revenue will be higher in 2018/2019.  
  
The financial statements were submitted late this year. Rouleau noted that the primary 
difficulties faced were a lack of staff, the surprise resignation of the previous auditors, and the 
CRA requirement to include all branches in the financial statements; a large undertaking that 
had not been previously done. 
 
 b. Appointment of the CIC auditors  
 
Nicolas Rouleau proposed that NVS Chartered Accountants be appointed as CIC’s auditors for 
the forthcoming year. As reasons for their appointment, Rouleau noted their willingness to help 
in an emergency operation, their reliability in delivering items on time, and their dedication to 
going above and beyond such as in helping CIC reform its finances. 
 
The motion was moved by Nicolas Rouleau and seconded by Henry Lotin. 
 

The motion CARRIED. 



 
4) Governance items   
a) Proposal to Expand the Board of Directors  
 
Gerald Wright proposed that the board size expand by one in order to allow the board to meet 
its obligations in increasing the diversity of board members.  
 
The motion was moved by Gerald Wright and seconded by Dan Sutherland. 
 

The motion CARRIED. 
 
 b) Elections to the National Board of Directors 
 
On the recommendation of the Board of Directors, James Appleyard proposed the 
reappointment of Gerald Wright to the board for a second term.  
 
The motion was moved by James Appleyard and seconded by Henry Lotin.  
 

The motion CARRIED. 
 
On the recommendation of the Board of Directors, Gerald Wright proposed the appointment of 
Rachel Curran and Aphrodite Salas to the Board of Directors.  
 
The motion to appoint Rachel Curran was moved by James Appleyard and seconded by 
Danielle Stodilka.  
 
                   The motion CARRIED. 
 
The motion to appoint Aphrodite Salas was moved by James Appleyard and seconded by Dan 
Sutherland.  
 
                   The motion CARRIED. 
 
5)  Other Business 
 
Members present in the Adams Room were invited to a short reception following the meeting.  
 
7) Adjournment 
 
Adjournment was moved by James Appleyard and seconded by Henry Lotin.  
 

                   The motion CARRIED. 
 
 
 
 
          ___James Appleyard_                                             _Daniel Lis         _  
                        Chair                    Secretary 


